
Literature & Composition 1
Instructor: Mrs. Erin M. Bratkowski
Room: 350
Plan Period: 2nd & 7th hour
E-mail: ebratkowski@ucityschools.org
Phone Extension: 4270

Course Overview:

In the SpringBoard curriculum, you will explore compelling themes through reading,
writing, discussions, performances, and research. You will closely read short stories,
novels, poems, historical texts, and articles. You'll also view and interpret films, plays,
and audio texts while comparing them to their related print versions. With frequent
opportunities to write creatively and analytically throughout the program, you will
develop fluency, research skills, and an understanding of how to craft your writing based
on audience and purpose. Through collaborative discussions, presentations,
performances, and debates with your peers, you will deepen your understanding of the
texts you've read and viewed and learn how to convey your ideas with clarity and voice.

Instructional Methods Include:

● Project-Based Learning
● Socratic seminar, group discussion, paideia
● Student presentations/performances
● Quick Writes, journaling, and other informal writing
● Independent choice reading
● One-on-one conferences with teacher
● Peer response groups
● Writing workshop
● Formal writing (multi-draft and sometimes researched)
● Debates
● Visual, multi-genre, and performance projects
● Timed writing or “writing on demand”

Academic integrity

Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas and presenting them as your
own. In conjunction with the Discipline Handbook and UCHS English Department policy,
a student who submits plagiarized work will receive an automatic ZERO, a referral, and
a call home.  Everything you write should be 100% your own words and ideas; if it’s not,
you must cite it accordingly using MLA citation.  Even copying or “borrowing” a sentence
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or two—or just a phrase from the internet or someone else’s writing—is considered
plagiarism.  For authenticating students' work, work will be submitted to turnitin.com.

Cheating is using the thoughts/ideas/answers of someone else and presenting
them as your own.  Cheating can take the form of asking someone for answers, talking
during a test, copying homework or allowing your paper to be copied, all forms of
plagiarism, such as using technology (internet, text messaging, etc.) to look up or
exchange answers when you are expected to present your own work. Cheating on a
test, homework, or any other graded work will result in an automatic ZERO and
notification of your principal and your parents. Please note: If you allow someone to
copy your work for any type of assignment, both students will receive equal
consequences (stated above).

Term Grading:

● Formatives=30% (Pre-assessment, Socratic Seminar, Response Writing,
Quizzes, Rough Drafts)

● Summative=70% (Socratic Seminar, Response Writings, Quizzes, Unit
Assessments)

● Classwork/Homework=0% (the grade is part of the feedback to promote
growth and learning of the skills and standards and to prepare students for
the formative & summative assessment)

Semester Grading:

● 90% Cumulative Term Grades
● 10% Semester Exam

Absences & Make-up Work:

If you are going to be absent from class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to:

● Turn in any work due during your absence upon the day of your return to
school.  Please note: If you are absent the same day a major assignment is
due or presentation is to be made, you will be penalized unless other
arrangements have been made with me in advance.

● Obtain any work missed during your absence upon the day of your return to
school (at the latest).

● Turn in your make-up work.

General rules for success:

● Choose a “homework buddy” and exchange phone numbers and email
addresses.  Then you can arrange to borrow and copy notes/handouts/etc.
from him/her when you’re absent.

● When possible, let me know you will be absent in advance.
● Make every effort to avoid being absent!  Good attendance is key to

academic success!



Homework: Expect an average of approximately 20-30 minutes of reading and/or
writing daily.

Homework is due at the beginning of each class period unless otherwise instructed.

Late Work:

Work is considered late if it is not handed in by the requested due date and time. For
instance, if an assignment is requested at the start of class, it is considered late if you
hand it in after the start of class. Late assignment penalties and subsequent make-up
opportunities will vary according to the type of assignment.

● Formative assignments will be used to drive instruction and measure
progress and are frequently done in class. These assignments cannot be
turned in late, unless it is assigned as homework. Assignments turned in late
will not get feedback.

● Summative assignments will be accepted late up until a week before the end
of the quarter; however, it may not receive feedback.

● Preparatory assignments will not be accepted late, as the assignment is
necessary to the functioning of the class. Reading homework is always
preparatory unless the teacher informs you otherwise. You need to read the
materials assigned by a certain day so that specific class activities can be
performed by students and their classmates.

Accommodations:

To support the participation of children with disabilities, accommodations or
modifications will be necessary for accessibility to the reading, writing and speaking
curriculum. These accommodations and modifications are individualized and are
designed to support each student's academic success.

Classroom's Expectations

● Be prepared (bring material and a mindset to learn)
● Be respectful in words and actions
● Be ready to learn (no putting your head down or going to sleep)
● Be responsible with electronic (no headphones, phones, or smart watches)


